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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Hello to you all, my fellow members.  
Spring time has come to the ranch and 
the ranch is transforming into the beau-
tiful, desert oasis that we love.  This 
winter season was especially snowy at 
the ranch and the early spring was full 
of mixed rain and snow; it seemed that 
winter would never end.  A few of our 
members experienced some road dam-
age out Podunk way, due to the melting 
snows and the run off.  However, as a 
whole the ranch has welcomed spring 
with the trees in full leaf now and the 
flowers just showing off their brilliant 
colors, just as it has in years past.  With 
that new life blooming all around the 
ranch, it isn't just Mother Nature that is 
making changes, we as a Board have 
some exciting news for you about all of 
the changes and work that have been put 
into the ranch and I'd like to take you on 
a little tour of the changes and improve-
ments you will see when you come out 
to visit the ranch this year. 
 
Let me begin with the new Ranch Care-
takers.  As many of you know, Paul & 
Nancy Brayton felt it was time to move 
towards new adventures and in Novem-
ber of last year, we said our goodbyes to 
them as they moved away from the 
ranch into Kanab, to begin new oppor-
tunities.  We are most grateful for the 
time they spent at the ranch, serving our 
little community and caring for our be-
loved ranch.  It was our ambition, as a 
board, to begin the hiring process as 
soon as possible and so we set out ag-
gressively in search of new candidates 
for the Ranch Caretaker position.  More 
than 150 candidates from all walks of 
life, applied for the position.  The Board 
Hiring Committee had the arduous task 
of narrowing them down to a top 10 
and from there to a top 5.  In February 

 
the Hiring Committee was pleased to 
announce the hiring of Kelly & Rick 
Garrett. They, along with their 3 chil-
dren, came to us from Texas.  However, 
the Garrett's were only with us a short 
period of time.  Once the family was 
settled a bit, it became apparent that the 
fit wasn't just right for them or for us 
and so we both parted ways.  However, 
very soon after, the Board Hiring Com-
mittee was able to make contact with 
another strong candidate and this candi-
date accepted the position and was hired 
shortly thereafter.  We introduce you 
now to our new Ranch Caretakers, Alan 
and Glafira (or Fira) Anderson.  This 
wonderful couple comes to us from 
Idaho and looks forward to the adven-
ture of working at the ranch, as well as 
making acquaintance with our mem-
bers.  The Anderson's are a perfect fit 
and a wonderful, friendly, and industri-
ous couple.  I am sure you will find 
time spent with them will be most en-
joyable. I hope you will take a moment 
when you are at the ranch to stop in and 
welcome the Andersons to the ranch.   
 

With this hiring, the ranch is taking on a 
new face!  The Anderson's have been 
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hard at work, cleaning up the years of 
"good, valuable junk" and getting the 
ranch ready for your visit.  But that's 
not all.  Early in the spring, one of our 
invaluable members, Brent Fullmer, 
took the reins and helped the board with 
all of the detailed, maintenance work of 
the ranch, a few duties of which include 
road repairs, equipment maintenance, 
inventory, water system repairs, watch-
ing over the ranch, preparing cabins and 
now, assisting the Ranch Caretakers in 
the transition.  One of the major proj-
ects that Brent has assisted with, that 
you may not notice immediately, would 
be the interior of the Ranch Headquar-
ters Homestead that the Anderson's now 
call home.  With the opportunity to 
have Ranch Headquarters empty, the 
board took advantage to provide some 
much needed, and fire code required, 
upgrades to the Ranch Headquarters 
homestead.  It now sports, new flooring 
throughout much of the home, fresh 
paint, an open floor plan on the main 
level and some "code" violations 
brought up-to-date.  Another of our 
invaluable members, Larry Meltzer, 
worked feverishly in the sometimes 50 
degree weather, to make the upgrades to 
Headquarters and to ensure they are 
code compliant, all in time for the An-
derson's to arrive and begin to make it 
their home.  Since then, Alan and Fira 
continue to finish painting and prepar-
ing the home for living; it won't be long 
now!  Larry Meltzer also continues to 
work on another exciting project you 
will notice this year at the ranch and that 
is the new flooring in a new laundry 
shed! 
 
Yes, the "cow palace" as some have 
nicknamed it, has been demolished and 
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a new cabin style laundry facility is 
soon to be in place for this upcoming 
season.  The new laundry cabin will be a 
clean and welcoming place for the laun-
dry to be deposited after your cabin stay.  
It will also serve as a space to store 

fresh linens for cabin reservations.  This 
is an exciting addition to the ranch and 
is especially the result of the accrued 
Pay4Play fees that you members pay 
when you stay in the cabins.  This 
bright, fresh facility will be a benefit to 
the ranch for years to come and it's fresh 
appearance will help give our ranch that 
updated feel we continue to strive to-
wards as a board.  
 
There are many important jobs the 
board holds, but perhaps one of the 
most important jobs is to make sure that 
funding for the Ranch stays affordable, 
but also reliable.  I am taking this mo-
ment to recognize the board and their 
frugality, their interest in you members, 
and their desire to make this ranch the 
enjoyable, retreat that we all love to call 
our home away from home.  I hope you 
will take a moment to thank them for 
their time spent in your best interests. 
 
Now there are many more projects that 
the board is working towards for 2017.  
I hope you will take some time to send 
us your input, so that your voice can be 
clearly heard.  I also hope that you will 
take some time to become educated on 
current events happening in Kane 
County, such as the proposed Grand 
Staircase Boundary movement.  I am 
also pleased to add my own cheer for 
the 40th celebration of Deer Springs 
Ranch.  As you will see listed in this 
newsletter, an honorary celebration is 
being hosted by one of our members, 
Mr. Dale Clarkson and family.  Details 
of the celebration are forthcoming.   
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And now, it is with much hope and en-
thusiasm for this new year and it's op-
portunities at the ranch that I close.  I 
would be remiss if I didn't recognize 
and thank the Board for their many ef-
forts in behalf of the ranch and it's 
members and to those members who I 
have a fore mentioned that have helped 
to refresh the ranch and keep it func-
tioning.  Lastly, a thank you to you 
members for your input, your enthusi-
asm towards creating improvements for 
the ranch and your subsequent ideas.  I 
look forward to seeing you at the ranch. 
 
Phil Hall - DSROA Board President 
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DEER SPRINGS RANCH, A FAM-
ILY AFFAIR 
 
As we pass from another spring to sum-
mer, the natural beauty of Southern 
Utah and especially our piece of heaven 
at Deer Springs Ranch never ceases to 
amaze me and to inspire me. As many of 
you know, this past winter has not been 
without a lot of work and there have 
been more than a few twists and turns 
along the way. But, when times get 
tough you can always rely on friends 
and family for support and a helping 
hand. After all, for me, friends, family 
and freedom are what the Deer Springs 
Ranch is all about. It is my intention to 
express my gratitude to many who have 
helped at the Ranch and away from the 
Ranch through this transition. 
 
As many of you know, in the fall we bid 
farewell to the Brayton family who has 
been the face of the Ranch for a long 
time. As with any significant transition, 
this change left the Ranch with a lot of 
work and no employees to do what 
needed to be done. However, a few 
great members stepped up and the re-
sults have been wonderful to see. 
 
In the fall, as the temperatures dropped, 
all of the cabins and the Ranch Head-
quarters had to be winterized. Normally 
we would not have to winterize Head-
quarters, but with the vacancy left by the 
Braytons, the Ranch House, the Garden 
Cabin and the entire lower water system 
had to be drained and winterized. This 
meant finding valves (digging them up 
by hand) that have remained hidden for 

many years, cleaning and hauling off 
load after load of garbage and working 
on gas lines and appliances. All this in 
addition to the normal winterizing and 
draining of the cabins, and the upper 
water system.  All of this work was 
completed on a volunteer basis princi-
pally by Brent Fullmer, Larry Meltzer, 
Brad Hunt, and John Harris.  
 
We also had to care for and/or remove 
the animals from the Ranch this winter. 
If not for the help of Phil Hall, Brent 
Fullmer and Rick and Nancy Nielsen, I 
am not sure what we would have done. 
 
Once the dust cleared on getting the 
Ranch ready for the winter, the Board 
aggressively looked for new caretakers 
for the Ranch. Advertising the position 
and then reviewing and sorting through 
the many applications received could 
not have been done without the organ-
izational skills of Mariah Wheeler who 
has gone above and beyond. However, 
once the field was narrowed, we were 
faced with the need to take the candi-
dates to the Ranch through the snow 
and mud. Brad and Tammy Hunt volun-
teered not only to take several trips with 
prospective caretakers to the Ranch, but 
they also hosted multiple applicants, 
some for an extended period of time, in 
their own home. 
 
As the various potential Caretakers 
were introduced to the Ranch, it became 
very apparent that the condition of the 
Ranch House would be an impediment 
to anyone that we hired. As such plans 
were made and ultimately executed to 
make several changes to the Ranch 
House which have been long overdue. 
One of our Members, Larry Meltzer 
along with Brent Fullmer get complete 
credit for the Ranch House renovation 
as well as for the installation of the new 
laundry facility. Phil Hall as well as 
others also assisted.  
 
During this time, the Board was able to 
find and to extend an offer of employ-
ment to the Andersons as our new 
Ranch Caretakers. What a blessing they 
have been to the Ranch and to our 
Ranch family. The Andersons are honest 
and hardworking individuals who 
jumped in without hesitation on renova-
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Curious bobcat 

tions to the Ranch House. The also be-
gan immediately with cleaning and get-
ting things ready for the upcoming sum-
mer season. Their eye for detail and de-
sire to make the Ranch a better, cleaner 
and more organized place are amazing.  
 
Again Brent Fullmer, together with Joe 
Bosze, Larry Clarkson and others were 
able to make repairs on several pieces 
of equipment and tools that will be 
needed in order to operate the Ranch. 
Paul and Nancy Brayton were also good 
enough to come out and help with giv-
ing the Andersons some orientation and 
Paul continues to help us with water 
sampling and testing. 
 
The bottom line is that many hands have 
been involved through this transition 
which could have otherwise been disas-
trous. As you would expect in a family, 
people stepped up and asked how they 
could help. This is what makes Deer 
Springs Ranch such a wonderful place. 
Sure, we have our challenges and occa-
sionally we squabble a little. But over-
all, I can honestly say that your ranch is 
in great hands. I look forward to another 
summer with all of you as my family, 
friends enjoying the freedom that is 
found at the Ranch. 
 
Barry E. Clarkson,  DSROA Board 
Member 
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SPRING AT DSR 
 
For those of you who have not paid at-
tention to much of anything, DSR wise 
speaking, you should know we have 
new managers. I know Board Members 

are introducing them so I won't bother 
to tell you about them. I would encour-
age all of you to go introduce your-
selves to them. As they are new you 
should tell them who you are, where 
you reside, and point out to them on a 
DSR map where your lot is located. (To 
Lee Bellar, no need for you to do this. I 
have already warned (Oops I mean told.) 
them about you. These are nice people 
and we don't want to expose them to the 
dark side just yet. Give them time to 
adjust.)  
 
I know several of you have already met 
them and made them feel welcome. 
Barry Clarkson is writing about the 
transistion and a couple of people I 
failed to mention, when asked about all 
those who have helped, are Ed Kennedy 
(Lot 9) and Heiko Habig (Lot 133). Ed 
your assistance unloading the Ander-
son's moving van on their very first day 
was greatly appreciated. Heiko, thanks 
again for helping with the equipment 
repair.  
 
Others can describe all of the things that 
have been accomplished in the last cou-
ple of months. I decided to talk about 
more important matters. Well things 
that are important to me.  
 
I saw my first rattlesnake the other day 
on Broad Hollow Road. I had to brake 
very hard to keep from running over it. I 
can tell you that it was unimpressed by 
my efforts and did what rattlesnakes do. 
Hissed and rattled at the Samurai. (My 
ride being the Samurai.) I was going 
uphill and was going under 20 MPH at 
the time. But I still skidded on the 
gravel a short distance.  
 
I am telling you this simply to remind 
you to go the speed limit on the Ranch. 
We are having speeding problems along 
Meadow Canyon with people, especially 
those on or in ATV/UTV's, going way, 
way, way, to fast. Slow down, enjoy the 
views, don't confuse a stick for a snake.  
 
Speaking of rattlesnakes, you can do 
whatever you want if you feel threat-
ened by one. Meaning if it is on your 
porch, under your step, or somewhere 
that you, your family, or your pets, are 
hanging out. But they are hardly a threat 
to you when you are in your vehicle. I 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY DEER 
SPRINGS RANCH!   
 
Did you know that this year marks the 
40th Anniversary of the birth of this 
beautiful home-away-from-home we 
know as Deer Springs Ranch?  For 40 
years it has provided members with a 
quiet place of retreat with its pristine 
natural beauty and member camaraderie.  
In honor of this momentous occasion, a 
celebration will be hosted in the future 
by the Dale & Patsy Clarkson family, 
original founders of this Ranch. All of 
the celebration details will be forthcom-
ing and we welcome you to participate 
in this special celebratory event. 

would rather go out in the morning to 
find a rattlesnake, on the porch, just 
finishing off a Colorado Chipmonk than 
the chipmonk itself. The chipmonks are 
cute little critters. I am sure that whom-
ever coined the phrase: "Beauty's only 
skin deep" was thinking about them. 
Under that exterior lies a heart of pure 
destructive evil. 
 
Finally I would like to remind everyone 
that Lot 117 is a clothes free zone. If 
you are offended by my nudity, or the 
smell of grilling chipmonks, don't show 
up there without forewarning. 
 
Brent Fullmer 
Lot 117 
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STOCKING THE TROUT PONDS 

Fish were delivered to the DSR Trout 
Ponds at the Upper Cabins on May 5th. 


